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Bomet county signs twin cities agreement
with Ilia,Greece.

-

By Mathew Rotich

llia, Greece and Bomet County has signed
a twin cities agreement with the Region of
Western Greece in a move officials say will
unlock new opportunities for development
and cooperation.The memorandum of
cooperation was signed in llia by the
Governor of Western Greece, H.E.
Nektarios Farmakis, alongside Bomet
County representatives. The pact
establishes a framework for collaboration
in trade, agriculture, education, tourism,
and diplomatic training, with the goal of
improving service delivery and creating
new avenues for growth in both regions.
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The twinning idea between Bomet and llia  Officials noted that the agreement not
was first initiated in 2021 and has since  ©nly strengthens the bond between the
evolved into a broader plan to promote two regions but also deepens .
inclusive development, innovation, and Kenya-Greece relations by encouraging
shared prosperity. Leaders from both sides People-to-people connections and cross-
observed that the agreement comes ata  cultural exchange. They further expressed
critical moment when Bomet is seeking to  Optimism that the partnership will pave the
leverage international partnerships to foster Way for long-term projects beneficial to

a more sustainable future for its both counties.The twin cities initiative is
people.Present at the ceremony were llia’s €XPected to play a vital role in positioning
Deputy Governor, H.E. Nikolaos Korovesis, Bomet on the global stage as the county
Members of the llia Town Hall, the Hon. ~ continues to explore bilateral _
Consulate of the Republic of Kenya in the ~ collaborations that promote economic
Hellenic Republic, Vicky Pantazopoulou, ~ 9rowth and service delivery.

Bomet County Attorney John Mark Langat,

and the Chief Officer for Lands, Housing

and Urban Development, Issa Yarrow
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Bomet county champions child health in world
breastfeeding week launch.

By Sharon Chelangat

he County Department of Health

Services on Friday officially kicked

o ffWorld Breastfeeding Week 2025
at Bomet Central Health Centre, marking
the start of a week-long campaign set to
run from August 1 to 7 across all sub-
counties.This year’s theme, “Prioritize
Breastfeeding: Create Sustainable Support
Systems,” is a call for collective action —
urging families, communities, workplaces,
and institutions to build environments
where mothers feel supported to
breastfeed freely and confidently. The
launch event drew a vibrant crowd of
mothers, fathers, and caregivers who
engaged with medical practitioners on the
health and social benefits of breastfeeding.
From nutrition talks to open discussions,
families left better informed about the
critical role breastfeeding plays in a child’s
growth and a mother’s well-being.

“We must remember that breastfeeding is
not just a mother’s duty, it is a family and
community responsibility,” said one health
official, underscoring the importance of
shared support. “When fathers,
workplaces, and neighbors stand with
mothers, children thrive and society grows
healthier.”The department commended the
families who turned up in large numbers,
noting that their participation reflects
growing awareness and commitment to
child health. Fathers, in particular, were
recognized for stepping forward to learn
how they can play a bigger role in
supporting breastfeeding at home.The
campaign moves today to Mulot Market in
Bomet East, with health teams set to
replicate the awareness drives in other
sub-counties throughout the week.As the
world celebrates World Breastfeeding
Week, Bomet County is positioning itself at
the forefront — showing that when-mothers
are supported, communities flourish.
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Cs Oparanya backs coftfee farming in Bomet
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By Sharon Chelangat

The County Government of Bomet, through ~ Deputy Governor Rotich emphasized the
its Department of Agriculture, Livestock, county’s commitment to encouraging
Fisheries, and Cooperatives, on Tuesday  farmers to diversify into high-value crops,
hosted the Cabinet Secretary for including coffee, to reduce overreliance
Cooperatives and MSME Development, on tea farming. He noted that Bomet's
Hon. Wycliffe Oparanya, in a landmark favorable climate and sql cond|t|9ns are
forum dedicated to revitalizing coffee farming ideal for coffee production, especially in
in the region.The event, held in Bomet Town, areas where smallholder farmers are
brought together farmers, cooperative seeking alternative income streams.> “As
leaders, agricultural officers, and other a county, we are determined to provide
stakeholders who have long expressed extension services, train farmers, and
concern over the declining fortunes of coffee Support cooperative societies so that
farming in the county and across Kenya.In ~ coffee farming becomes a profitable

his address, CS Oparanya reaffirmed the ~ venture once again,” Rotich

potential of coffee farming as a high-value ~ said.Farmers present at the forum

cash crop capable of transforming rural expressed optimism that with renewed
economies. He urged farmers to reconsider government support, coffee farming
coffee as a viable long-term investment, could once again thrive, creating jobs
noting that global demand for Kenyan coffee and boosting household incomes.
remains strong.> “Coffee has always been ~ However, they also highlighted

one of Kenya’s strongest export earners. challenges such as fluctuating prices,
With the right policies, farmer empowerment, inadequate extension services, and

and effective cooperative structures, we can limited access to credit. The forum
restore its glory and uplift thousands of concluded with a joint resolution to
households,” the CS stated.He assured establish a taskforce that will oversee the
farmers that the National Government, rollout of coffee revival programs in
through the New Kenya Planters Bomet, focusing on farmer training,
Cooperative Union (New KPCU), is coop_eratlve strengthening, and va!lue
committed to providing necessary support, ~ addition.The renewed push to revive
including affordable inputs, access to coffee farming comes at a time when
processing facilities, better marketing Kenya is seeking to diversify its
channels, and guaranteed minimum returns. agricultural exports and empower rural
The government also pledged to strengthen communities through agribusiness. If
farmer cooperatives to ensure transparency, successfully implemented, the program
accountability, and timely payment of could see Bomet re-emerge as one of
earnings.The County Government of Bomet, the country’s leading coffee-producing
represented by Deputy Governor H.E. counties.

Shadrack Rotich on behalf of Governor Prof.

Hillary Barchok, welcomed the national

initiative and promised to align county

policies with the broader agenda of

revitalizing coffee production.
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Paving prosperity:new roads transforming

Bomet’s rural

By Sharon Chelangat

The County Government of Bomet, through
the Department of Roads, Transport, and
Public Works, has intensified efforts to
improve rural infrastructure with ongoing
road construction projects in Bomet Central
Sub-County. The initiative underscores the
county’s priority of investing in transport
systems that directly impact the social and
economic well-being of residents.In
Singorwet Ward, the construction of the
Aonet—Kalyet Dip Road is underway. The
project is expected to ease long-standing
transport challenges, especially for farmers
and traders who have for years struggled
with poor road conditions that delayed the
movement of goods. Once complete, the
road will improve accessibility for
households, reduce transport costs, and
open up new opportunities for local
businesses, thereby stimulating economic
growth in the region.At the same time,
significant progress is being made at
Mugango Center, where access roads are
being expanded to enhance connectivity
and create a more efficient transport
network. The improved roads will make it
easier for residents to transport goods and
services, strengthen local trade, and
provide better access to schools, markets,
and healthcare facilities. This is expected to
uplift livelihoods while fostering integration
between rural communities and the broader
county economy.
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The projects form part of the county’s
broader commitment to expanding the road
network and accelerating development at
the grassroots level. County officials
emphasized that such investments are
crucial in bridging the gap between remote
villages and key social amenities, while
also attracting trade and investment into
the region.“These efforts demonstrate the
county government’s resolve to ensure
every ward benefits from reliable road
infrastructure that supports both mobility
and economic progress,” said a
representative from the Roads
Department.Residents have welcomed the
projects, noting that improved roads will not
only ease transport but also bring long-
term benefits by unlocking agricultural
potential, boosting business opportunities,
and making essential services more
accessible. The county has reiterated its
commitment to continue prioritizing
infrastructure as a foundation for
sustainable development across Bomet.

i

“Good roads are more than pathways
— they are lifelines that connect our
farmers to markets, our children to
schools, and our communities to
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Chebirir floodlights commissioned to enhancg
security,education,and community life.

By Celestine Chebet

he Department of Energy on

Wednesday commissioned newly

installed floodlights at Chebirir in
Nyongores Ward, Bomet County, in a
landmark project aimed at improving
security and creating a more enabling
environment for both students and the local
community.The event, which was presided
over by the area Member of County
Assembly (MCA), Hon. Josiah Samoei,
brought together local leaders, residents,
and students, all of whom welcomed the
project as a significant step forward in
addressing long-standing concerns about
safety and accessibility within the
ward.Speaking during the commissioning,
Hon. Samoei noted that the installation of
the floodlights would not only improve the
security of the area but also make it easier
for young people—particularly those from
Bomet University who live within
Chebirir—to concentrate on their studies
without fear or disruption. He emphasized

that adequate lighting is an essential part of
building a safe, productive, and progressive

community.“This project will transform the
lives of many residents. Students will now
be able to walk home from evening classes
without fear, businesses will operate for
longer hours, and the entire community will
feel more secure,” the MCA said.

Residents who attended the launch praised
the initiative, saying it would go a long way
in deterring criminal activities and fostering
a safer environment for families. Parents
expressed relief that their children,
especially students, will no longer face the
risks associated with dark and insecure

evenings.In addition to improving safety, the

project is also expected to spur economic

activity in the area. Traders and small-scale

entrepreneurs welcomed the move, noting
that better lighting will allow them to extend

their working hours, attract more customers,

and increase earnings. Community leaders
also pointed out that social gatherings,
cultural events, and church activities will

The Chebirir floodlights project reflects
the government’s broader commitment
to expanding public infrastructure and
ensuring equitable development across
the country. Similar projects have been
rolled out in other parts of Bomet
County, with the goal of creating safer
neighborhoods and improving the
quality of life for residents.By enhancing
security, promoting education, and
boosting local business opportunities,
the floodlights are set to become an
important asset to Chebirir and its
surrounding areas. The commissioning
was therefore hailed as a milestone that
brings renewed hope for a brighter,

now be able to take place more Comfortably Safer, and more prosperous Community_

in the evenings.
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FLLoCA delegation lauds Bomet’s grassroots

climate initiative

By Sharon Chelangat

Bomet County has received national
recognition for its remarkable progress in
implementing climate action projects under
the Financing Locally-Led Climate Action
(FLLoCA) Programme.A delegation from
the National Treasury’s Programmes
Implementation Unit (TNTPIU), led by
FLLoCA Program Coordinator Dr. Peter
Odhengo, on Tuesday commended the
county for rolling out impactful, community-
driven initiatives that are transforming lives
and building resilience against climate
change.The delegation paid a courtesy call
on Governor Prof. Hillary Barchok, who
reaffirmed his administration’s commitment
to strengthening climate action at the
grassroots level. Prof. Barchok assured the
team that his government would continue to
provide funding, oversight, and technical
support to ensure projects are completed
on time and deliver maximum benefits to
residents.“As a county, we are determined
to invest in practical, people-centered
climate solutions. These projects are not
just about adaptation, but about
safeguarding livelihoods and improving the
quality of life for our communities,” the
Governor said.The visiting officials, who
included County Coordination Project
Manager Abraham Barsosio, Environmental
Risk Management Specialist Selela Akoth,
and members of the County Climate
Change Unit, later toured the Olbobo
borehole project in Kipreres Ward.

The borehole, one of seven funded under the FLLoCA programme in Bomet, has
become a lifeline for local communities. It now supplies safe water to more than 500
households, Olbobo Primary and Secondary Schools, and neighbouring villages.
Prior to its construction, residents were forced to walk over three kilometres to fetch
water from the Amalo River.Dr. Odhengo hailed the project as a model investment in
climate adaptation, describing it as an example of how locally-led climate action can
deliver tangible and long-lasting results.“We have seen firsthand the success of this
project. Residents now enjoy reliable access to clean water, which strengthens
community resilience, boosts public health, and improves economic well-being,” he
said.The National Treasury delegation noted that Bomet’s achievements under
FLLoCA could serve as a learning model for other counties. They urged the county
to sustain its momentum by deepening community participation and ensuring proper
maintenance of the projects for long-term impact.With climate change posing
increasing challenges, Bomet’s success under the FLLoCA programme highlights
the power of grassroots-driven solutions. The Olbobo borehole now stands as a
symbol of how climate financing, when effectively managed, can deliver life-
changing results for rural communities.

Governor Barchok (middle) Residents of Olbobo village
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Accountability in action,gender,culture and
social services set bold agenda for 2025/26
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By Stacy Binsari

The Department of Gender, Culture and Social  The event was also witnessed by the Chief Officer, Mrs. Pauline Korir, who reiterated
Services has confirmed that it officially signed its the department’s dedication to transparency and measurable impact. She noted that
nggg/rznéa’;f:rﬁs”tcfhcgtfg;ﬁtgi‘;lz'ngg;ﬁ)';jez; a the focus on children services and social protection would be scaled up in the current
significa,nt m“es,[%ne in charting a clear roadmap financial year to address vulnerable groups more effectively, while gender
mainstreaming efforts would continue to promote inclusivity across all county

for its operations and service delivery in the year A . . .
ahead. ?he exercise, which took ma?fe at they programs and initiatives. Mrs. Korir further added that the culture and library services

County Headquarters, was highlighted as a component would be expanded with the aim of safeguarding cultural heritage and
demonstration of the county government’s enhancing access to information and knowledge resources for the
continued emphasis on accountability, public.Departmental directors present at the ceremony expressed their readiness to

transparency, and results-oriented management translate the performance contract into actionable programs. They observed that the
within public service.Speaking during the event, ey financial year provided an opportunity to review past challenges and adopt

the department reportehd that it h?d reaffirmed its ,noyative approaches to overcome them. According to the directors, the department
Cﬁgg'twﬁzatﬁ]zmggé O?ir;'ngr']tg’ A%unrqia?s(igi,ive was keen on adopting technology-driven solutions to improve efficiency, especially in
gervic’es, Gender Mainstreyaming, Children record-kggping, policy development, anq sc?rvice delivery to grassroots

Services and Social Protection, as well as CulturecOmmunities.Observers noted that the signing exercise underscored the county

and Library Services. According to officials, these government'’s broader agenda of ensuring that all departments are held accountable
pillars are designed to provide a comprehensive for their performance, with clear benchmarks set against which progress will be
framework for addressing the diverse needs of theevaluated. It was also reported that the process aligns with the national government’s
community while aligning departmental activities performance contracting framework, which seeks to institutionalize accountability and
with the broader county development agenda.Therggy|ts-based management across public institutions.In closing, the department
Eerem?”y VC"aS pr.?ts"de“j ovgr byég%%ﬂoﬁnty assured members of the public that it remained committed to delivering on its
G’éi%ip’%ulfur?em; n?jes Oceir; g(;r(vices E))roéenar 4 Promises, noting that the success of the performance contract would ultimately be
Tonui, who emphasized that the signing was not meqsured by the extent to which services reach the community and impro.ve

just a routine administrative requirement buta  livelihoods. Stakeholders were urged to work closely with the department in
binding commitment to deliver tangible results for monitoring and providing feedback to strengthen transparency and ensure that the
citizens. He stressed the importance of all four pillars are achieved in line

departmental heads and sta ffembracing

performance-based management as a means of

improving efficiency, service delivery, and

accountability. Dr. Tonui pointed out that the

contract set measurable targets, and achieving

them would be a reflection of the department’s

seriousness in serving the people.
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Bomet maps the way to defeat schiostosomiasis
and worm infections in schools.

By Brian Keter

The County Government of Bomet, through Stakeholders underscored the importance

the Department of Health Services, in
collaboration with the Ministry of Education
and other stakeholders, has completed a
comprehensive mapping exercise on
Schistosomiasis and Soil-Transmitted
Helminthiasis (STH) in schools across the
county.The dissemination meeting, held this
week, brought together health experts,
education officials, and development
partners to analyze the findings. The
exercise, spearheaded by the Vector Borne
and Neglected Tropical Diseases Unit,
provided new insights into the prevalence
and distribution of these neglected tropical
diseases among schoolchildren.According
to officials, the data gathered will help guide
targeted interventions and ensure efficient
allocation of resources in the fight against
Schistosomiasis and STH. “These results
give us a clearer picture of the areas most
affected and allow us to prioritize treatment,
awareness, and prevention programs. We
now have evidence that will strengthen our
response and protect children from
preventable illnesses,” said a representative
from the County Department of Health
Services.

of regular school-based deworming,
improved sanitation and hygiene in
schools, and community education to
curb the spread of the infections. They
also praised the multi-sectoral
collaboration that made the exercise
possible, noting that collective efforts are
key to safeguarding children’s health and
education.Schistosomiasis and worm
infections remain a public health concern
in many rural areas, often linked to poor
sanitation, contaminated water, and
limited health awareness. Left untreated,
they can cause chronic illness, stunted
growth, anemia, and poor learning
outcomes among schoolchildren.The
County Government of Bomet reaffirmed
its commitment to implementing
evidence-based interventions, including
mass drug administration, enhanced
school health programs, and awareness
campaigns in affected communities.The
dissemination meeting officially marked
the end of the mapping phase, setting the
stage for a coordinated fight against
neglected tropical diseases in Bomet.

The dissemination meeting officially
marked the conclusion of the mapping
phase, but also set the stage for the
next steps — a coordinated, county-
wide fight against Schistosomiasis and
STH. Stakeholders left the forum with
renewed determination, pledging to
continue working together to protect the
health, education, and future of Bomet’s
children.
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